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Energy Assistance funding. This additional
funding will provide much needed help for
families struggling with rising heating costs.
This new money, combined with emer-

gency funds released in January, will help
keep many Americans warm during this
cold winter.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Budget Request for the Corporation for National and Community Service

March 4, 2003

Mr. Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed request for the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service (CNCS).
The request is needed to liquidate legiti-
mate prior-year obligations for eligible par-
ticipants in the AmeriCorps program, to
complete the implementation of a com-
prehensive corrective action plan developed
by CNCS to strengthen financial manage-
ment, and to provide flexibility to support

Message to the Congress Transmitting

Payments to Cuba
March 5, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the
Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amend-
ed by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD)
Act of 1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I trans-
mit herewith a semiannual report prepared
by my Administration detailing payments

more than 50,000 AmeriCorps members in
FY 2003. This request will not increase my
FY 2004 request.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

a Report on Telecommunications

made to Cuba by United States persons
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services pursuant to Department of
the Treasury specific licenses.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
March 5, 2003.

Statement on Senate Action To Block a Vote on the Nomination of Miguel
A. Estrada To Be a United States Court of Appeals Circuit Judge

March 6, 2003

Miguel Estrada is a well-qualified nomi-
nee to the U.S. Court of Appeals who has
been waiting nearly 2 years for an up-or-

down vote in the United States Senate. The
decision today by 44 Senators to continue
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to filibuster and block a vote on this nomi-
nation is a disgrace.

The Senate has a responsibility to exer-
cise its constitutional advice and consent
function and hold an up-or-down vote on
a judicial nominee within a reasonable
time. Some Senators who once insisted that
every appeals court nominee deserves a
timely vote have now abandoned that prin-
ciple for partisan politics. Their tactics are
an injustice and unfair to the good man

The President’s News Conference
March 6, 2003

The President. Good evening. I'm
pleased to take your questions tonight and
to discuss with the American people the
serious matters facing our country and the
world.

This has been an important week on two
fronts on our war against terror. First,
thanks to the hard work of American and
Pakistani officials, we captured the master-
mind of the September the 11th attacks
against our Nation. Khalid  Sheikh
Mohammed conceived and planned the hi-
jackings and directed the actions of the hi-
jackers. We believe his capture will further
disrupt the terror network and their plan-
ning for additional attacks.

Second, we have arrived at an important
moment in confronting the threat posed to
our Nation and to peace by Saddam Hus-
sein and his weapons of terror. In New
York tomorrow, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council will receive an update from
the chief weapons inspector. The world
needs him to answer a single question: Has
the Iraqi regime fully and unconditionally
disarmed, as required by Resolution 1441,
or has it not?

Iraq’s dictator has made a public show
of producing and destroying a few mis-
siles—missiles that violate the restrictions
set out more than 10 years ago. Yet our
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I have nominated and unfaithful to the
Senate’s own obligations.

These Senators are holding Miguel
Estrada to a double standard. I will stand
by Miguel Estrada’s side until he is sworn
in as a judge. I call on the Senate Demo-
cratic leadership to stop playing politics and
permit a vote on Miguel Estrada’s nomina-
tion. Let each Senator vote as he or she
thinks best, but give the man a vote.

intelligence shows that, even as he is de-
stroying these few missiles, he has ordered
the continued production of the very same
type of missiles.

Iragi operatives continue to hide biologi-
cal and chemical agents to avoid detection
by inspectors. In some cases, these mate-
rials have been moved to different locations
every 12 to 24 hours or placed in vehicles
that are in residential neighborhoods.

We know from multiple intelligence
sources that Iraqi weapons scientists con-
tinue to be threatened with harm should
they cooperate with U.N. inspectors. Sci-
entists are required by Iraqi intelligence to
wear concealed recording devices during
interviews, and hotels where interviews take
place are bugged by the regime.

These are not the actions of a regime
that is disarming. These are the actions of
a regime engaged in a willful charade.
These are the actions of a regime that sys-
tematically and deliberately is defying the
world. If the Iraqi regime were disarming,
we would know it because we would see
it. Iraq’s weapons would be presented to
inspectors, and the world would witness
their destruction. Instead, with the world
demanding disarmament and more than
200,000 troops positioned near his country,
Saddam Hussein’s response is to produce
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